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The big issue: what is the role of 
governments in Internet Governance? 
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- authority for public policy issues 



-technical and economic 



development 



- "especially on community level" 
-facilitating role in public policy issues 
-technical standards and relevant policies 



Academic and technical communities -valuable 
role within stakeholder groups (§36) 
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Internet Governance Forum 
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Internet Governance Forum 
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5 events, a successful process 
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IGF2010 

5TH MEETING OF THE 
INTERNET GOVERNANCE FORUM, 
14-1 7 SEPTEMBER 
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IGF 2009 
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Internet Governance Forum 



Non- negotiating forum for open dialogue 
among all stakeholders 



No decisions or resolutions 



Outcome is what each participant takes 
home and uses in other, decision- making 
contexts 



Internet Governance Forum 



China balked initially at renewing IGF 
mandate, but finally agreed 



UNGA continued the mandate for 5 years 



"..while recognizing at the same time the 
need to improve it with a view of linking it 
to the broader dialogue on global internet 
governance" 



Internet Governance Forum 



Composition of the working group on 
improvements became the battleground 
between intergovernmental and 
multistakeholder approaches 



Civil society, private sector and 

academic/ technical community are invited to 

participate interactively throughout the entire 

process 



Improvement suggestions to CSTD, ECOSOC and 
UNGAin2011 
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Video on Demand - 


- The Internet Governance Forum 
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Internet Governance Forum 



Enhanced Cooperation 



default 








Perfect example of creative ambiguity in 
diplomacy 

A concept hazy enough to break the 
deadlock - and to stall all progress in 
subsequent negotiations 

Disagreements: 

• Improving existing cooperation or a new 
UN- led process? 

• Cooperation among states or among all 
stakeholders? 



n 2008, UNSG invited 10 organizations to 
report on how EC i s goi ng 



but ITU basically happy with the 



progress 



In 2009, GA asked the UNSG to recommend 
how process should be pursued 



In December 2010, open consultations at UN 



identifiers of the Internet 



Domain Name System 
Root server management 
Port and protocol parameters 
IP addresses 



ICANN Multi-Stakeholder Model 



Board of Directors 



PresidentandCEO 



ICANN Staff 

MDR-65 
SV-11 

Ln-r ^~ ^J 

3yd ney - 5 

Brussels - 5 

Other US- 11 

Other non-U 5 -14 



ASO 1 


GNSO 


Regional Internet 

Registries 

A-"riHIC 

APHIC 

ARIH 

LACNIC 

RIPENCC 


gTLD Registries 

gTLD Registrars 

IP interests 

ISPs 

Businesses 

Nor-C-DrrrrerDial 

Irterests 
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Nominating 
Committee 



sexton : 



ccHSO 



ccTLD registries 
{.us, .uk, .an, .it, 
.be, .nil, etc.} 



At-Large 



Internet Users 
{At-Large 
Advisory 
■Committee, 
in conjunction 
with RALCs} 

ALAC 



Technical 

Liaison 

Group 

TLG 



Governmental G 
Advisory j* 

Committee 






Internet 
Engineering 
Task Force 

IETF 



Security S. 
Stability 
Advisory 

Committee 



Root Server 

System 

Advisory 

Committee 



SSAC 



RSSAC 



Affirmation of Committments 



-Multi stakeholder, private sector 
bottom- up policy development 



-Participation in the GAC 



-Accountability and transparency 
-Maintain single Internet 
-Remain non-profit U.S. entity 
-Act for the benefit of the public 



1. Accountability, transparency, i 

of global Internet users 
2.Security, stability and resiliency 
3. Competition, trust and choice 
4. WHOIS policy 



The role of the Department of 
Commerce i n root zone changes 
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U.S Principles on DNS 



2. Governments have I estimate interest in the 
management of their country code top level 
domains (ccTLD). The United States 
recognizes that governments have I estimate 
public policy and sovereignity concerns with 
respect to the management of thei r ccTLD. 
As such, the United States is committed to 
working with the international community to 
address these concerns, bear! ng i n mi nd the 
fundamental need to ensure stabi I ity and 
security of the Internet's DNS (J uly, 2005) 



Countries should not be involved in decisions 
regard! ng another country* s country-code Top- 
Level Domain (ccTLD). Their lecptimate interests, 
as expressed and defined by each country, in 
diverse ways, regarding decisions aff ecti ng thei r 
ccTLDs, need to be respected, upheld and 
addressed via a flexible and improved framework 
and mechanisms, 



"I am hopeful that the expiry of the I ANA contract 
next year will be turned into an opportunity for 
more international cooperation serving the global 
public interest." 
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Advice from the GAC 



If the Board decides against GACs advice, it 
has to explain why. 



An attempt will be made to reach a mutually 
acceptable solution 



These provisions will be tested for the first 
time in 2011 concerning new gTLD's and 
.xxx 



An alternative to the role of the GAC would be 
intergovernmental oversight from outside ICANN. This is 
favored by China and some developing countries. 

ITU has over the years volunteered to host an oversight 
organ. Some see its embryo in the Working Group on 
Internet Governance of the ITU Council. 



At the Plenipot 2010, ITU nevertheless recognized 
ICANN' s existence and offered cooperation. 



China has already more internet users than any other 
country. It's clout is going to grow. 

Arab and other countries that feel threatened by 
"twitter revolutions" will cling to China's line. 



Russia? 



Even liberal governments are under pressure as 
cybercrime persists and other threats are looming 



And what about Wiki leaks? 



